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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: LEBANON - REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF 
CIVIL AVIATION AGREEMENT 

REF: BEIRUT 895 

1 . DEPT/CAB HAVE REVIEWED SEVERAL OPTIONS FOR HANDLING 
EXPIRATION OF CIV AIR AGREEMENT WITH LEBANON. INTERESTED 
PARTIES IN US INDUSTRY HAVE SUBMITTED THEIR COMMENTS TO 
CAB WHICH WILL MAKE FORMAL RECOMMENDATION TO DEPT 
PROBABLY WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS. 

2. FYI: LEBANESE REQUEST FOR 1 YEAR EXTENSION IS A 
SENSITIVE ISSUE FOR SOME ELEMENTS OF US INDUSTRY. ONE 
INTERESTED CARRIER (FLYING TIGERS) BELIEVES THAT NOW 

IS PROPITIOUS MOMENT FOR US TO EMPLOY LEVERAGE AGAINST 
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ALL-CARGO AUTHORITY BY LETTING AGREEMENT EXPIRE. ALSO, 
UNSETTLED SITUATION IN LEBANON MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR 
US CARRIERS TO DRAW UP LONG TERM PLANS FOR MIDDLE EAST 
AREA. PAA INTENDS TO RESTRUCTURE ITS MIDDLE EAST ROUTES 
THEREBY REDUCING THE IMPORTANCE OF BEIRUT AS PART OF ITS 
OVERALL SYSTEM, BUT FAVORS EXTENDING THE PRESENT AGREE- 
MENT UNTIL ITS PLANS ARE CONFIRMED. AFTER THE BOARD HAS 

CONSIDERED THESE COMPETING INTERESTS AND SUBMITTED ITS 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE DEPT, WE WILL ADVISE THE GOL OF 
OUR DECISION ON THEIR REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION. END FYI. 
KISSINGER UNQUOTE 
INGERSOLL 
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